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MEMORANDUM FOR SECRETARY K{SSINGER

FrOM: THE SITUATION RQONM
SUBJECT: EVENING REPDRT

CHINA -‘SUUTH VIETNAM DISPUTE: FARLY THIS MNRNING CHINESH AN
SAUTH VIETNAMESE TROOPS CLASHED fiN AN ISLANN IN THE PARACE! "
BELIEVED TO BE DUNCAN ISLAND.
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THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE ARE UNLIKrLY TO SEEK FURTWER
COMEAT IN VIEW OF THE APPARENT CHINESE DETERMINATION TN US
FORCE. EACH SIDE WILL ACCUSE THE OTHER OF STARTING THF FlrnuT-
INGs BUT 1T IS UNLIKELY THAT EITHFR SEEKS A PROLONGED MILIT vy
CANERONTATION OVER THE ISLANDS
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ANTH FROANTS QUIET IN THE MIDDLE EAST: NO REPURTS F CEASKE.FIRE
VIOLATINNS WERE REPORTED In THE MIODLE EAST DURING THE LAST 24
HNURS. EGYPTIAN AND UN ORCERVERS DID HOWEVER REPORT A FEW
HGROUND EXPLOSIONS® WFST De FAYID ON THE WEST BANK OF THE <of?
CANAL AND IN THE AREA EAST DF THE LITTLE BITTER LAKE YESTERNAY
MERNING., NO FURTHER DETAILS ARF AVAILABLE, THE SYRIAN FRonY
REMAINS QUIET. AIR ACTIVITY WAS (IMITED TO ONLY A FEW TRA[2ING
AND DBSERVATION FLIGHTS ON BOTH FRONTS,

TP SECRETCSENSITIVE -
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IwDOCHINA MILITARY SITUATINN: TuE BRITISH EMBASSY IN PHNn
PilNHd HAS BEGUN EVACUATING neEPENNPENTS AND NOW-ESSENTIAL PERSANNEL
FALLOWING A COMMUNISY ROCK-T ATTACK THAT HIT A FRENCH SECONMARY
SCHOOL YESTERDAY, SOME FRENCH NEPENDENTS REPNRTENLY ARE A{ [
LEAVING, PRESS REPORTS INNICATE THREE MORE ROCKETS HIT THre

CITY TONAYs KILLING ONE ANr INJURING NINE., IN WIS LATEST A0~
PRAISAL DOF THE SITUATINON, THE U,S, DEFENSE ATTACHE ESTIMATf"
THAT THE CAMBODIAN ARMY HAS THE MEANS TO CONTAIN COMMUNIST
ODRFENSIVES ARQUND PHNOM PENH.

I SOUTH VIETNAM, GOVERNMENWT FORCFS ARE CONSOLIDATING THET®
PriSTTIONS ARQUND PLE] DJERENG IN PLEIKU PROVINCE AGAINST L]-HT

THE NDRTH VIETNAMESy HAVE SIZABLE FDORCES NEAR THE Cr7F,
HOWEVER, AND COULD GO ON TwE ATTACK WITH LITTLE WARNING. TuE
PRESS REPORTS EXTREMELY HFAVY SHELLING YESTERDAY == ABRGUT 1.000
RAUNDS NF ARTILLERYs ROCKET AND MNRTAR FIRE -~- AGAINST THE ~(OVEioN-
MENT 'S DEFENSE LINE NORTH riF KONTOM CITY IN THE HIGHLANDS., PRESS
REPDRTS ALSO STATE THAT SHARP FIGHTING IN Tuk CENTRAL OELTA PRDV-
INCF OF DINH TUONG HAS COST THE CNMMUNISTS oFEAVILY IN CASUAI TIH+S

BELGIAN GOVERNMENT RESIGNS: SPARKED BY THE ANNOUNCEMENT THar

IRAN WAS DROPPING ITS BACKINGDF A SOCIALIST-SUPPORTED PLAN N

BOILD A HUGE NIL REFIMERY IN BELGIUM, PREMIER ENMOND LEBURTNON

SAln HE WOULD HAND HIS RESIGNATION TO KING nAUNNUIN SATURDA

AETER THE SOCIALISTS FRIDAY NIGHYT RESIGNED ¢ROM THE RULING THREF- 25X1
PARTY CrALITION. THE SQCIALISTHAD HEAVILY SUPPORTED THE PL»

T RUILA A $275 BILLION REEINERY NEAR LIEGE WITH IRANIAN Hri P,

[#AN BACKED OUT EARLIER IN THE DAV BECAUSE THE BELGIAN GOVFE NMENT

REQUESTED NEW NEGOTIATION N SOME TERMS OF THE nEAL,

Crilna EXPELS FIVE SOVIETS NN SPY CHARGERS: THF NFFICIAL HS TV HUA
NEWS AGENCY REPORTED THE EXPULSION OF FIVE sUSSTANS ON CHAccFRS
THEY ENGAGED IN SPY ACTIVITIES IN THE SNVIET EMBASSY IN PEx NG,
THE BROADCAST SAIO VICE FOerIGN MINISTER YU CHAN SUMMONED SovieT
AMBASSANDOR V.S, TAOLSTIKOV THIS MORNING AND “ANDED HIM A NOT-
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STATING THAT TwO SOVIET NDIpLOMATS, THEIR WIVES AND AN INTE. .
PRETER TN THF ATTACHE!'S OFfICE WERE ARRESTEN BY CHINESE PU:sy 1C
SECURITY PERSONNEL AND MILITIAMEN WHILE ATTeMPTING TO HAND aveR
AnD RECEIVE INTELLIGENCE MATERIAL AND EQUIPMENT, ACCOROINC TN
PRESS REPORTS THE FIVE RUSSIANS LEFY CHINA THIS AFTERNOON,

SAUTH VIETNAMESE ASSEMBLY AMENDS CONSTITUTIPN:  IN & JOINt
SENATE~LDOWER MDUSE SESSION TCODAvs THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE ASSE-RLY
[VERWHELMINGLY APPRDVED THE AMENDMENTS. TO THE 1967 CONSTITUTINN.
THE CHANGE PERMITS PRESIOENT THIEU TO RUN FAR A THIRD FIVE-vEAW
TERM,

25X1

NeWS ROUNDUP:

NICK THIMMESCH WRITES IN THE SUN THAT THE WNRK OF LEGON JAWn:oSKI

IS FAST COMING TOGETHER. IN A RECENY CONVERSATION wITH THIMMESCHs
JAWNRSK] SAID THAT "WE ARE CLOSF TD INDICTMENT ACTION ON SroerRAL
PEOPLEs AND THEY ARE NO SMALL FISH BY ANY MEANS.," HE ADDEn THAY
wi)e US, THERE ARE N SACRED COwS, FROM PRESTIDENT NIXON Tr vilU
Ny NOWN, WE HAVE AN DBLIGATION TO CONDUCT A FULL INVESTIGATIONM.Y
THIMMESCH CONTENDS THAT YOU COULD BE INVOLVED IN THE "PLUMerRSH
GeOUP. ALTHOUGH YOU HAVE RENIED PLAYING ANy ROLE Iw THESE
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CRIMES, THERE 1S A POSSIARI{ITY THAT YOU 010 NNT TELL THE WrotE
TRUTH WHEN YOU TESTIFIED BEFORE THE SENATE rNREIGN RELATIOMNS
COMMITTEE THAT YDU HAD ABSLUTELY NO KNOWLENGE OF WHAT OAV™.
YIUNG WAS DDING.

THE WASHINGYON STAR-NEWS: THE LEAD STAR EnlTORIAL CONTEN'

THAT THERE HAD TO BE MORE ¢ESULTS TD YOUR SHUTTLING ARNUND rHt
MIDEAST THAN IS APPARENT [In THE RELEASED AGREEMENT, THERE 1%
SrME EVIDENCE IN SADAT'S PualSE FNR AMERICA THAT THE OIL £+ (ARGO
MaY BE LIFTEN, IF THE EMBARGD IS LIFTEDs DNE WNULD HAVE Ti Cijhe-
CLUNE THAT THE GENEVA NEGNTIATIANS WILL RESUME UNDER VERY (i
IMPIOVEN CONDITIONS., (6)

MILTON VIORSY ASKS WHAT ARE WE GOING TO DO #BOUT THE POSSILrL1TY
OF RENEWED FIGHTING IN VIETNAM. WHILE MUR ATTENTION #HAS BronN

On WATERGATE AND THE MIDEASTYs THE STORM CLOUIDS CONTINUE T8O -~ UILD
NVER VIETNAM, VIETNAM, YDUR BARY FOR THE FIRST FOUR YEARS,

HAS HAD A BURFAUCRATIC TRAuSFER, VIETNAM HAS BEEN SHIFTED )
SCHLESINGER., VIETNAM PEACE IS A TRIUMPH OF TIMES PASTs AN® NEW
CHALLENGES EXCITE YDU, SINCE WINNING THE NOBEL PRIZEs YOU rAVE
GANE ON TO MNRE STIMULATING STUFF == THE MINEAST CRISIS» T

O1L CRISISs THE PLUMBERS CRISISs AND THE DETENTE CRISIS. (%)

CHAPLES BARTLETT WRITES THaT THe SPYING INCIOFNT SHOULD &F
TAKEN AS A WARNING THAY IT IS TIMe TO GIVE MORE THOUCHT T4 rwr
INSTITUTIONAL ASPECTS 0OF GNVERNMENT, ALTHOUGH YOU WANT T0)

ArING THE BUREAUCRACY 8ACK TO HeLe INSTITUTIONALIZE THE NIvoN
FOREIJGN POLICY IT IS TOOD LARGE, ANE SOLUTINN WnULn 88 Ta ~a7

TT DUWN AND A GOOD PLACE Tn BEGIN WOULD BE wlTH THE JOINT rufFFS.
A SHRUNKEN JDINT STAFF WOULD BE LFFT WITH ITS ORIGINAL FUNr 1NN
g ADVISING THE SECRETARY 1F DEFENSE. THE ©vECENT SECRETARICS
HAVE DECIDED TO AVDID THE CONERONTATION AND HAVE TRIED T <SrFv
EFFICIENCY IN DTHER wAYS. (7)
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